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Center Point Road

CHURCH of CHRIST

3264 N. Center Point Rd.
Marion, IA 52302
Phone: (319) 393-5502
WWW.CPr-coc.org

~  SUNDAY
Bible Study-. o i 9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship...c. i 10:30 a.m.
Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.

Bible Classes
Bible Classes ... 700 pom.
TT Klith
ti.klith@gmail.com

9:30:a.m.

The Center Point Road church of Christ isa
visitor friendly congregation. You will be made

to feel welcome. You will not be singled out or
embarrassed. Although a collection will be taken,
visitors are not expected to contribute. Simply sit
and listen - or better yet, participate! Right now is
a greal time to visit.

'SERVICES OFFERED
» In Home Bible Studies
. Bible Study Matérials
. Free Bible Study DVDs
«  Bible Correspondence Courses with Awards
Program
. Food Pantry
. Transportation to Services
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TO GEDAR RARLS

HOUSE TO HOUSE/HEART TO HEART is published
bimonthly. It is sent to select Marion routes and to
individuals elsewhere free upon request. Send all
correspondence to address on back panel, To God be
the glory.

HousetoHouse .......
eart to Heart

How’s Your

ARING?

Allen Webster
Grywe R
((}if YS & The deaf and hard
st=remn of hearing account for
: the single largest group
of disabled Americans (28 of 49 million).
Twenty-eight million is more than all
those with heart disease, cancer, multiple
sclerosis, blindness, tuberculosis, and
kidney disease combined. Approximately
12 percent of the U.S. population suffers
from hearing loss. Only 9.7 percent of
people over 65 have normal hearing.

The Bible speaks often of ears and
hearing. Solomon said, “The hearing ear,
and the seeing eye, the Lord hath made
even both of them” (Proverbs 20:12),

God wanted Israel to “give ear to his
commandments” (Exodus 15:26), and
Israel pleaded with God to “give ear” unto
their prayers (Psalm 86:6). The Jewish
Shema begins, “"Hear, O Israel: The Lord
our God is one Lord” (Deuteronomy 6:4).

The Bible also speaks of hearing loss.
Jesus healed a deaf man (Mark 7:31-37),
but He was unable to help some whose
spiritual ears were “dull of hearing”
(Matthew 13:15). He did not force them
to hear His saving message, but He did
encourage them to listen: “Who hath ears
to hear, let him hear” (Matthew 13:9).

What about us? How is our hearing?
The Parable of the Sower is found in

the first three Gospel accounts (Matthew
13; Mark 4; Luke 8). It is interesting that
each rendition of the parable has the
same basic story but each uses a different
closing admonition about hearing.
Placed together, in summary, the Parable
of the Sower suggests three attitudes:
“Take heed that you hear (Matthew 13:9),
take heed what you hear (Mark 4:24),
and take heed how you hear (Luke 8:18)”
TAKE HEED THAT YOU HEAR

Why did Gad give man ears in the
first place? Certainly He had many
purposes, but the primary reason that
you have ears on the side of your head
is so you can hear God’s saving message
before you die. Your ears will never
serve a more important purpose than
the day they enable your mind to grasp
Gods plan of salvation.

Hearing is essential to initial
salvation, One cannot be saved without
faith in Jesus (John 3:16: Hebrews 11:6)
and one cannot gain faith without
hearing the gospel. Paul explained,

“So then faith cometh by hearing, and



hearing by the word of God” (Romans 10:17; cf. 1 Corinthians
1:17-18). Hearing is also necessary to remain saved as a
Christian (Galatians 5:4; 2 Peter 2:20-22; Revelation 2:7). Paul
wrote, “Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in
the day of Christ, that 1 have not run in vain, neither labored
in vain” (Philippians 2:16).

We must take time to put ourselves in contact with God's
Word under favorable learning conditions. A jeweler displays
gold necklaces on black velvet. The contrast heightens
appreciation, and removes distractions from view. To gain
fresh insight from God’s Word, it often helps to see it under
favorable circumstances.

Experts call interfering sounds around those hard of hearing
white noise. Those with good hearing do not notice the
sounds of passing traffic, air conditioners, other conversations,
televisions, and beeping elevators, but the hearing-impaired
have difficulty separating these background noises from what
they want to hear. In our private devotionals, we should remove
as much of external noise (TV, children) and internal noijse
(stress, anticipation of the ball game) as possible. Favorable
public conditions would be a sound congregation and
knowledgeable teachers. It might also include finding a place in
the assembly with as few distractions as possible.

TAKE HEED WHAT YOU HEAR

There are many voices vying for attention in this culture.
There is the voice of political correctness, the voice of
Hollywood, the voice of the media, the voice of Wall Street,
the voice of tolerance, and the voice of academia. There are
bits of truth and wisdom in each, to be sure, but the only
voice that is-always in perfect pitch is Godss.

God speaks today through His Son. He says, simply, “This
is my beloved Son: hear him” (Mark 9:7). In the past, God
has spoken through a burning bush (Exodus 3:1-4), audible
voice (Genesis 22; Acts 8:26-29), a prophet (2 Samuel 12),

a donkey (Numbers 22:21-30), visions (Acts 10:9-16; 16:9),
and dreams (Daniel 4). “God . . . spake in time past unto the
fathers by the prophets,” but “hath in these last days spoken

unto us by his Son” (Hebrews 1:1-2).

Jesus speaks today through His Spirit. Before He went
back to heaven, He promised to send the Holy Spirit to guide
the apostles into “all truth” (John 14:26; 15:26; 16:13). The
Spirit inspired the apostles and prophets to leave the written
record of that truth for all succeeding generations (2 Peter
1:20-21). Thus, today the Spirit speaks through His written
Word (Ephesians 6:17). Many confuse the inner voice of the
conscience with the voice of the Spirit, but the Spirit uses only
the objective written Word to guide us today and not subjective
promptings (John 12:48; Jude 1:3). Paul taught that the Bible is
sufficient for leading us (2 Timothy 3:16-17; cf. 2 Peter 3:1).

We will not learn what God wants us to do in any way
other than simply opening up the Holy Bible and listening
to what it has to say. In almost all cases, a Christian will help
us in understanding and obeying the Bible (Acts 8:30-31;
Mark 16:15), but it is God’s Word that saves us. If what you
are hearing from your preacher, church, or religious reading
material is not what you are reading in your Bible, keep
searching for a preacher and church that stands completely—
and only—upon the Bible.

House to House ~ Heart to Heart

*He that hath ears,
let him hear®

TAKE HEED HOW YOU HEAR
One who is hard of hearing—physically and spiritually—
can take steps to improve his hearing:

o Turn and face the speaker. The design of the ear allows it

to catch additional sound vibrations from the front, but
hinders catching those from behind. Paul wrote of some who
would turn away their ears from the truth (2 Timothy 4:4; cf.
Deuteronomy 30:17), but delighted in those who obeyed the
truth (2 Corinthians 7:14-16).

» Focus single attention, One should put down the newspaper or
mute the television and focus on a speaker’ facial expressions,
what he looks at, and/or the gestures she makes. We must look
“unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith” (Hebrews 12:2).

« Reduce distance. Proximity of hearer to speaker is key. “Draw
nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you™ (James 4:8).

Responsibility shifts from preacher to listener during a
sermon. Once we hear it, we become responsible for doing it.
James wrote, “But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only,
deceiving your own selves” (James 1:22).

A Japanese legend tells of a man touring heaven. He came
upon a room with boxes full of what looked like mushrooms.
Upon closer examination, he found that they were human ears!
He asked an angel why heaven had boxes and boxes of ears. The
angel replied, “They listened but did not do, so only their ears
were saved.”

“He that hath ears, let him hear”



Religious

Sp eaki ng to the Constitutional Convention on June 28, 1787, Benjamin
Franklin spoke these words: “I have lived, sir, a long time, and the longer 1 live, the
more convincing proofs I see of this truth—that God governs in the affairs of men.
And if a sparrow cannot fall to the ground without His notice, is it probable that an
entire empire can rise without His aid?”

God said: “Can a maid forget her ornaments, or a bride her attire? yet my
people have forgotten me days without number” (Jeremiah 2:32). We live in an age
when more and more voices are being heard on every side in an effort to silence
God—to quiet Him and make Him irrelevant to America’s public life.

Far from following the advice of today’s civil libertarians, our founding fathers
on many occasions publicly called upon their nation to fall down on bended knees
and give thanks to Almighty God.

In America we have been the undeserving recipients of God's most bountiful
hand. Let us not become guilty of a most grievous sin—the sin of ingratitude.
James wrote: “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh
down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of
turning” (James 1:17).

Every generation is obligated to learn from the past mistakes of others. In a real
sense, the former generations will weigh in on the outcome of their successors.
Jesus said, “Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty
works had been done in Tyre and Sidon, which have been done in you, they had
a great while ago repented, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. But it shall be more
tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the judgment, than for you™ (Luke 10:13-14).

Religious freedom, while we still have it, is a privilege that so many people
have not yet really learned to appreciate. For the person who is not a Christian,
it is a squandered blessing. Some wrongly conclude that religious freedom is the
freedom not to become a Christian. Technically, thats true. But the fact is, the
principle of religious freedom is unnecessary if you do not want to become a
Christian. You can be a slave and not become a Christian. Religious freedom really
shines, however, when such freedom allows you to become a Christian and to
become free of the bondage of sin and death (Romans 8:2). That is the true spirit of
religious freedom.

Is that kind of freedom really working for you?

- —Howell Ferguson, Bells, Tennessee

, andthe truth shall makeyou free”

Children Explain Angels

| only know
the names of
two angels, Hark
and Harold.
—Gregory, age 5

Everybody’s
got it all wrong.
Angels don't
wear halos
anymore. |
forget why, but
scientists are
working on it.
—QOlive, age 9

Angels work for God and watch over kids
when God has to go do something else.
—NMitchell, age 7

Angels don't eat, but they drink milk from
Holy Cows!!! —Jack, age 6

When an angel gets mad, he takes a deep

breath and counts to ten. And when he
lets out his breath again, somewhere there’s
a tornado. —Reagan, age 10

Angels have a lot to do and they keep very
busy. If you lose a tooth, an angel comes
through your window and leaves money
under your pillow. Then when it gets cold,
angels go south for the winter. —Sara, age 6

All angels are girls because they gotta
wear dresses and boys didn't go for it.
—Antonio, age 9

“He that is of a merry heart hath a continual feast.”

PROVERBS 15:15

God’s Plan for Saving Man

God’s Grace  Ephesians 2:8
kel Christ's Bloed Romans 5:9
: "\1 The Holy Spirit's Gospel  Romans 1:16
o Sinner’s Faith  Acts 16:31
Sinner's Repentance  Luke 13:3
Sinner’s Confession  Romans 10:10
Sinner's Baptism 1 Peter 3:21
Christian's Work  James 2:24
Christian's Hope  Romans 8:24

Christian’s Endurance  Revelation 2:10
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Divine Artists

First-graders were asked to draw
a picture of God in their Sunday
School class. Their finished products
contained some interesting theology.
One child depicted God in the
form of a brightly colored rainbow.
Another presented Him as an old man
coming out of the clouds. An intense
little boy drew God with a remarkable
resemblance to Superman. The best
snapshot came from a little girl. She
said, “I didn't
know what God
looked like, so
| just drew a
picture of my
daddy.

“Then was our
mouth filled with
laughter.”
PSALM 126:2

Kid Wisdom

My three year old walked into

the kitchen and announced she'd
figured it out:"When | get older
and have babies, you'll be their
grandmother.” | was impressed with
her deductive reasoning until she
went on with a glint in her eye:

“..that is if you live long enough.”
—Author Unknown

“Rejoice with the wife of thy youth.”
PROVERBS 5:18

For more material on the home and
family, fathers and mothers, husbands
and wives, grandparents, and family
finances, go to www.housetohouse.com.

House to House ~ Heart to Heart

Home Front Crumby;p,

Douglas MacArthur II (the
general’s nephew) worked for the
government. The Secretary of State once
called his home and asked to speak with
him. His wife replied, “He's not here.
He's where he always is—weekends,
nights, Saturdays, Sundays—at the
office. You can reach him there”

She had not recognized the Secretary
of State’s voice or she would not have
been so forthright. Nonetheless, the
Secretary called MacArthur and sent
him home immediately.

His comment was:classic. He said,
“Your home front is crumbling™

Consider the Current Situation.

Many home fronts are crumbling
across our land because spouses do not
spend enough time together. Between
working two or three jobs, keeping
children engaged in school, sports, and
other activities, and having differing
interests, they don’t even spend much
time in the same room.

A couple can become more like
roommates than husband and wife.

God instructs couples to enjoy
each other, and to do this, they must
continue to build their relationship
(Proverbs 5:15-19).

One said, “Marriage is given, not that
two people should do one thing together,
but that they should do all things
together. Marriage is the total union of
two personalities.”

Consider Two Precepts.

In the Old Testament, we find this
unusual commandment: “When a
man hath taken a new wife, he shall
not go out to war, neither shall he be
charged with any business: but he shall
be free at home one year, and shall
cheer up his wife which he hath taken”
(Deuteronomy 24:5).

To get a new marriage off on the
right foot in ancient Israel, a husband
was forbidden to go to war or be
charged with any overnight business.

" www.bible.org

Matthew Henry commented, “It is of
great consequence that love be kept up
between husband and wife; that they
carefully avoid every thing which might
make them strange one to another.”

The young man’ assignment was to
“cheer up” (samach, “to brighten up”) his
new bride.

In the New Testament, Peter wrote,
“Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with
them..” (1 Peter 3:7). “Dwell with” is
from a word (sunoikeo) found only here
in the New Testament. It means “to
dwell together in domestic association.”
He also indicates that husbands and
wives are “joint-heirs of the grace of life”
(sugkleronomos). A couple is to avoid
unnecessary separation.

Consider an Example.
Aquila and Priscilla traveled together,
worked together, and were hospitable
together (Acts 18:2).
They took a missionary trip together
(Acts 18:18).
They worshipped together and
had Bible studies with others together
(Acts 18:26).
They assisted Paul together, risked
their lives together (Romans 16:3-4).
They encouraged other Christians
together and had the church in their
house together (1 Corinthians 16:19).
They remained faithful through a
lifetime together (2 Timothy 4:19).
When we consider that Acts 18
occurred about A. p. 54 and 2 Timothy,
as Paul’s last book, was written in
about A.p. 66, they were
“together” for a lifetime.
—Allen Webster

o 251 days of the life..."
2 WS ECCLESIASTES 9:9

“Live joyfully with the wife
whom thou lovest all the

)



(: I believe I'm saved; in fact, 'm sure
[ am; I feel it deep inside, so why all the
fuss-about biblical confirmation of it?

A Just as a computer will produce its
output based only on its programming,
s0 we tend to do. Terrorists who are
convicted enough to kill innocent victims
are still wrong; those who routinely kill
unborn babies are still wrong despite
feeling justified (Proverbs 6:16-19).

Saul of Tarsus, an extremely devout
and well-educated religious man of
the first century, was so convicted that
Christianity was pagan that he became
a Christian-killer, later stating: “I verily
thought with myself, that I ought to do
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s (address on front] to
receive a FHEEB!bIe baokmadt.We‘ll grade
and return your questions and enclose
the Psalm 23 bookmark as a way of saying |
“thanks" for spending time in the Word
‘|quantities may be limited),

Mame:

Phone:

Questions Taken from the !th.a‘ames Version

(Marthew. l?ﬁﬂl umsmhtﬂnmanﬂ f&»i?)’ 3, Jews

many things contrary to the ne of
Jesus of Nazareth. Which thing I'also
did in Jerusalem: and many of the saints
did I shut up in prison-. . . and when
they were put to death, I gave my voice
against them. And I punished them oft
.. and compelled them to blaspheme;
and being exceedingly mad against
them, I persecuted them even unto
strange cities” (Acts 26:9-11). He was so
“zealous toward God” that he persecuted
Christians, “unto the death, binding and
delivering into prisons both men and
women” (Acts 22:3-4; cf. Acts 7:57-8:3).
But his zealousness and coenvictions
were completely contraryto God's,

Bible Facts

not save us on Judgment Day
accurately and obediently in ace

basis of our judgment (John 12:48).

If we are truly saved, then why not
study God’s word to simply confirm it?
If thestudx of God’s Word alone reve
that we are not, it will surely show us.
what isiackmg $0'We can correct 1t.

Directions: Genesis 5:22/6:9; 8:14-15; 19:18, 26; Exodus 33:17-23; Deuteronomy 34:10;
Joshua 10:12; Judges 8:30; | Samuel 13:14/Acts 13:22;2 Samuel 19:18;23:1; 2 Kings 2:1,11;
Genesis 5:24; 2 Kings 2:8; 9:32-36; Proverbs 25:11 Nahum 1:3; Matthew 3:4; Mark 3:17; Acts

12:21-23;17:4-6;20:9

1. Whatis called the “dust”of the Lord’s
feet?

2. This man went to sleep and fell out
of the window during a long sermon.

4. 'Which prophet parted the Jordan River
‘with his mantle?

5. 'Which book of the Bible mentions a
ferry boat?

6. Whowas the sweet psalmist of Israel?

3. How many sons did Gideon have?

{Colossians 1:13~18/1 Corinthians 15:45-47):4. Thou shalt have
no other gods before me, Thou shalt ot covet (Exadus 20),5.
Reuben, Benjamin (Genesis 49:3, 27);6. Water to blood, death
‘of the fitstborn (Exodus 7:19-20/11:4-6); 7. Alpha, Omega
{Revelation 22:13):8. Assyria. Babylon (leremiah 50:17); 8.God
created light and God rested (Getesis 1:3-5/ 2:2); 10.Go and tell
him his fault between thee and him alone, tull it to the church
[Matthew 18:15,17); 11 Moses, Malachi; 12, Marthiew, John
(Revelation 1:1). Name that Place: 1.The fiery filrnace (Daniel
3;10-20); 2. The mountains of Ararat (Gengdis 8:3-4); 3. Mount
Hm‘ (Numbas 33.39}‘4.1&!1& (2] Klngs 9:367.5 Mtb:h

(Acts 11:26); 6. Jacob’s wall (fohn 46-7).

7. “"There arose not a prophetin Israel
like unto ,whom the Lord
knew face to face.”

8. Ofwhat did John the Baptist's diet
consist?

9.Who were “the sons of thunder?

10. Who was accused of turning the world
upside down?
11. To whom did God show his back?

12. Who was turned into a pillar of sait?

13, What is like apples of gold in pictures
of silver?
14. Who was a man after God's own heart?

15. Name two men'who walked with God.

16. This king was eaten by worms
because he did not give God the.
glory,

17. Name two men who did notdie.

18. Who commanded the sun to stand
still?

www.housetohousecom 5



A preacher once observed in a sermon that
-every Christian should own a “red” Bible. At
Jleast that was what people heard. He actually
‘said, “Every Christian should own a ‘read’
Bible” Regardless of the color, it should be
well-wom by the constant study of its owner.
Tt is amazing how little people know about
the erd in this generation, evepmalaadl
with full access to the B;ﬁie,(

How

Free Audio Downloads!

| want to learn more about the Bible!

House to House ~ Heart to Heart

Name:
» The Savior of the World —Eric Owens Address:
» Did Alexander Campbell Start the Church of Christ? —Wendell Winkler 3
¥ Rising up Before Morning, Jesus Went forth to Pray —Dan Winkler Phone:
» Forgive One Another —Michael Shepherd )
b How to Have a Great Marriage —Mel Futtrell Bible Study Helps:

» The Most Expensive Haircut Ever —Eddy Gilpin
» Three Books on God's Reading List —Allen Webster

To listen to these and more than 2,000 others, go to
www.HouseToHouse.com/hth/audio

Recommended Resource

If you are looking for audio Bible study materials, we recommend you

check out Audio Evangelism. With hundreds of study topics presented in a
professional manner, you can request CDs to enjoy in your vehicle as you go
to work or take a trip, or you can download files to listen at your convenience
on your computer. Check them out at www.audioevangelism. com.

Featured Websites:

www.housetohouse.com

. www.FreeHomeBibleStudy.org

www.goodradionews.com

www.ploneerpreachers.com

An excellent study online: http://www.tftw.org/bible_courses.html

More!

| [J1want to better understand the church of Christ.

[ | want to receive your weekly newsletter/bulletin.

[ Quiero Recibir Casa a Casa en Espanol.

I I want to learn more about your Bible school and programs.

[0 I have a prayer request:

[ | have a Bible question:

[ 1want to know more about what God requires for salvation. Please have
someone schedule a personal visit with me.

1 Enroll me in a Free General Introduction 1o the Bible Home Study

Course. Pressure-free., .

. work an your own at home.

L1 | want to see the Visualized Bible Study series {an in-home peérsonal
study). These papular videos hove been seem by prople of all religions all aver the world
U1 I would like a daily Bible reading schedule.

Tracts:

[] NEW! Things My Pad Taught Me
[[] NEW! 7 Family Financial Goals
[ NEW! Jesus Is the Way

L] NEW! God's Greenhouse

] How to Be Saved Like the Thief
on the Cross

[] Cleanliness Is Next to Godliness
LT iny Pursuit of Knowledge
[ God Believes in You, Too

] Eight Reasons | Want to Go 1o
Heaven

[l God's City of Refuge, Part 2
[ ATrue Worshipper
(2] Jefferson’s Bible |s a Page Short

[ Should Christians Follow the
Jewish Calendar?

[l Anger, Violence, Murder

[ Heaven s Four Steps from Any
Place on Earth, Step 2

[Z1 Suggestions for Learning the Bible
[ God Hates #7: Sowers of Discord
[ Can a Christian Fall from Grace?

L1 Conscience Be Our Guide?
] How to Get a Good Night's Sleep

{3 The Day the Preacher Sat Next
to the Atheist

[Z1 The Old Rugged Cross
(7] How to Stay Married for Life

[ Scruples. Tolerating differing
opinions among believers.

1 The Amazing History of
Instrumental Music (Part 1},
Catholic, Greek Orthodos,
Lutheran, Presbyterian, Church
of Scotland/England.

["1 Reboot Your Craniurn

[J Watch Out for Bad Apples

[ What Must | Do to Be Saved?
[ A Lying Tongue

[l Finding God's Treasure

[} CanlChange?

[0 jesus'Mother

1 Back issues of House to House/
Heart to Heart

All materials/services are absolutely FRE{E of charge. We even pay postage (in the U.5.A.)!
L)



First Friday,
then Sun d a)})

o d in Gethsemane. nd finally 7147

| .;?;assi?tﬁ;red his Friend. 3 ﬁ”a }MO nda }

« Jewish officials conspired to arrest Jesus under the cover
of darkness.
» Jesus was abandoned by His diseiples.
~ » Jesus was denied by Peter.
» When Jesus was mocked, beaten, s
clothing, and crucified.
« Jesus was buried in a borrowed tomb.

1If one were to stop there, he could conclud |
id of the stor came | ﬁ

It was on Friday when

Friday wasn't the e

Basic Facts %

stand the great joy th
ter amazement to be standing §
What could possibly stop them?

question. What did those disciplesdo
yon Monday? The answer is they pursued.
with reckless abandon. They sold their
ke of Jesus in the marketplace, and they
heir lives for Him. -

in “Monday.” Friday and Sunday have come |
e we are in Monday. Will we allow the

y” and “Sunday” to shape our “Monday?”
the same reckless abandon serve the Lord at
hope the resurrection gives us today is the

it gave those early disciples, so should we not
onday” with the same excitement and jubilance

www.housetohouse.com 7



0 ST 06 1T-T 1

Spually o Aikue) unoi o1 Adod sifi

822LL0D +2S4 '“:)’é"i Buinib Aq a5nojq 01 asnoH ajpAdas asealy
SBUNCS qq]mdm aid
wey) Jodeg .
XIW
® S >
s Lol '3-?
H3IWOLSND TVLSOd

ZOETS | uouey
‘PY JUI0g 4IUBD N $OTE
1SUYD JO YDINLYD PROY 104 123U3D)




